
 

 
 ï Previous guests remarked how much they enjoyed the Adriatic at this time of year.  Cool 

mornings lead to warm, lazy afternoons and lifeôs pace along the Dalmatian coast is noticeably slower, 

with no crowds anywhere! 
 

 Twice as long as the classic cruise, this voyage affords more time in the many 

delightful ports of call, with more flexibility in departure and arrival times.  It also provides more 

opportunity to have local experts join us on board to regale us with informal lectures and discussions 

about the area's natural and political history, art and cultural heritage. 

Similar to a private ocean going yacht for you and a small group of friends.  With 

beautifully decorated cabins and public areas, staff who are passionate about their homeland and surreal 

excursions, the Monet remains one of our personal favourites. 

Magnificent Venice, Italy Å Koper, Slovenia, for a look at the Postojna Cave 

 In Croatia - Zadar, with the look and feel of an ancient Mediterranean city  

Pula, famed for its Roman antiquities Å , 9
th
 century city with ancient fortifications 

Split - historic monuments Å Breathtaking old town of Dubrovnik, the óPearl of the Atlanticô 

Korcula, a medieval town with narrow alleyways and ancient defensive walls 

 

Why do we encourage you to reserve now? 
Demand for small ship, high end cruises continues to increase, 

with most cruises selling out 6 - 8 months in advance. 

As such, the stateroom category you prefer is likely to be sold out if you wait. 



 

 

Your private car and driver arrive at your home to chauffeur you to the airport.  Meet your Tour 

Manager and the Jerry Van Dyke staff who assist with your check in.  Mingle with your fellow guests 

before boarding your flight to Europe. 

  

All the picture books in the world can not prepare you for Venice. On a clear day, the aerial view of this 

magical city is simply breathtaking.  Our local guide takes us on a leisurely tour this morning before 

lunch in a picturesque setting.  We arrive at our elegant floating hotel this afternoon, the yacht-like 

Monet.  Join us this evening for our grand welcome dinner.  

Overnight ï on board Monet - 14 nights 

 

With sumptuous palaces and romantic waterways, Venice is straight out of an 18
th
 century Canaletto 

masterpiece.  Called La Serenissima (the ómost serene oneô), Venice was, for centuries, the unrivalled 

force of trade between Europe and the Orient.  Our tour today takes us through the famed St. Markôs 

Square where we visit the Dogeôs Palace, the Bridge of Sighs and much  more.  Enjoy free time this 

afternoon to explore before we sail for Koper, Slovenia.   

 

A private motor launch takes us to Veniceôs famed St. Markôs Square.  Here our walking tour takes us 

to the Dogeôs Palace, St. Marks Basilica, the Bridge of Sighs, the Campanile and much more.   

 

In Roman times, Koper was called óGoatôs Islandô and was fortified with mighty walls. Of the 12 

original entries leading into the town, the main gate still stands and is well preserved. Koper is a typical 

Slovenian coastal community with ancient town squares and Renaissance palaces.  Our visit includes 

the Postojna Caves, a picturesque subterranean world of thousands of caves, halls, abysses, pillars and 

disappearing rivers and is listed among the largest cave systems in the world.  

 

A fascinating excursion into Slovenia takes us to the Postojna Cave, Europes most impressive limestone 

caves.  A small electric train takes us into the corridors and galleries which extend for an incredible 12 

miles and are thick with stalactites and stalagmites of fantastic shapes and colours.  Weôll explore some 

of the caveôs nooks and crannies on foot before returning to the Monet.   

 

Pula is famed for its Roman antiquities, most notable is the beautifully preserved Amphitheatre, not far 

from the Monet. Built in the first century BC, it is the sixth-largest such arena in the world, with space 

for 22,000 spectators. Other sights in this World Heritage town include the Hercules Gate, Temple of 

Augustus and Temple of Jupiter. Nearby is a vibrant market, full of interesting shops, fresh flowers and 

handicrafts.    

 

Our local guide walks with us to the ancient and well-preserved 1st century Roman Amphitheatre and 

introduces us to the Roman Era in Pula through the many sights along the way.  Witness the Temple of 

Augustus, the Sergians Triumphal Arch, and the Gate of Hercules. The 15th century St. Markôs 

Cathedral was built on the remains of a 5th century Roman Temple and beside it stands a 17th century 

bell tower made of stones from the Amphitheatre. 



 

One of the greenest islands in the Adriatic and probably one of the most magical, Rab Island is covered 

with pine forests and its shores boast beautiful sandy beaches.  Rab Town has many ancient stone walls 

and is full of medieval buildings built during the 11
th
 century Venetian rule.  Enjoy a stroll along the 

cobblestone streets of this charming village. 

 

The tranquil island of Rab has a long history. In 10 BC the town of Rab was mentioned in Roman 

documents and was declared an independent municipium  by the Emperor Octavian Augustus . The 

town earned the designation of Felix  (Happy) and was a most civilized city with running water, baths, 

temples and its own Theatre.  During our walk, we will see some important monuments such as the  

12
th
 century Romanesque style Church of St. Mary and the imposing Dukeôs Palace. The Palace is a 

fine complex of buildings built  between the 13
th
 and 16

th
 centuries and is dominated by a high 

rectangular tower with beautiful Venetian Gothic and Renaissance windows.   

 

 

The watery labrynth of the Kornati Archipelago comprises the 130 Kornati Islands with islets and reefs 

sprinkled in the deep blue sea of the Adriatic.  The Kornati have no permanent inhabitants, although the 

present owners from nearby larger Dalmatian islands periodically visit Kornati to tend their vineyards 

and olive groves and bring their sheep to graze. Interestingly, the islands have no spring water, only 

rainwater collected in water holes. The unique feature of the islands lies in their rugged shores with 

many caves, coves and the chalk limestone landscape covered with bushes of rosemary, juniper, 

lavender, thyme, myrtle and sage. Our cruise ends at Sibenik, where the narrow streets encourage 

leisurely strolls.   
 

Our stroll along Sibenikôs narrow streets reveals beautiful medieval palaces and churches.  Pre-eminent 

among these is the 15
th
 century St. James Cathedral, decorated with 17 stone heads said to depict those 

who refused to help fund the construction.  A scenic drive to Krka National Park takes us along the 

Krka River which formed the wonderful scenery of the region, carving deep gorges and forming the 

beautiful cascades of the Krka Waterfalls.  

 

Split is the second largest city in Croatia and a UNESCO World Heritage Site.  Within walking distance 

is the historical core dominated by the massive 3
rd

 century Palace of the Emperor Diocletian., as well as 

Diocletianôs Mausoleum and the Temple of Jupiter which are fully preserved.  Enjoy our tour of the 

palace and visit of the famous sculptor Ivan Mestrovic's handsome gallery. 

 

Our tour of Split begins with a visit to the Ivan Mestrovic Art Gallery located in the artistôs former villa. 

We continue into the city, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, to experience the 3
rd

 century Palace of the 

Roman Emperor Diocletianôs.  The Cathedral of St. Domnium, originally the Mausoleum for the 

Emperor and the Baptistery, originally housed the Temple of Jupiter. 

  



 

Ploce was built after World War II as the main port for access to Bosnia-Herzegovina.  Today we travel 

overland to visit Mostar, situated in a beautiful valley nestled within the high mountains of 

Herzegovina.  Here, in 1565, during the Ottoman Empire, the great architect Mimar Hajrudin succeeded 

with the impossible mission to cross the Neretva river.  He did it with a single span stone bridge, known 

today, simply, as the Old Bridge.    

 

Our excursion takes us for a visit of Mostar, situated in the heart of the Western Balkans on the banks of 

the turquoise Nerevta River.  Mostar developed as a frontier town of the Ottoman Empire in the 15th 

and 16th centuries. Many remnants remain of this period including the reconstructed Old Bridge over 

the Nerevta River, first built under the auspices of Sultan Süleyman the Great.  Youôll see old Turkish 

houses with their ornate wooden balconies and mosques with their delicate minarets while we stroll the 

cobbled streets of the Old Bazaar. After our guided tour, enjoy lunch in a restaurant overlooking the 

Nerevta River with free time to explore on your own. 

  

Dubrovnik, óPearl of the Adriatic,ô is a breathtaking sight with massive gray walls of stone that entirely 

surround the city.  The treasure trove of medieval art and architecture found here has earned Dubrovnik 

a designation as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.  Significant monuments such as the Onofrio Fountain, 

the Rectorôs Palace, the Sponza Palace and several fine churches are found here.  A pleasant stroll along 

the Stradun, the Oldôs Townôs wide pedestrian promenade, allows you to discover many fine shops, 

cafes and boutiques.  

 

Today we explore Dubrovnikôs walled Old City and learn about the fascinating history of this medieval 

metropolis.  On our walking tour, we discover medieval art and architecture including the Sponza and 

Rectorôs Palaces, the Franciscan and Dominican Monasteries, the Cathedral, the Church of St. Blaise, 

Onofrioôs Large and Small Fountains, Orlandoôs Column and much more. The city richly deserves its 

designation as a United Nations World Heritage Site.  

 

Today we venture ashore for a scenic drive to the neighbouring country of Montenegro and on to the 

Gulf of Kotor, the only fjord in southern Europe.  The deeply indented and irregularly shaped fjord, 

surrounded by towering mountains, provides a contrast of colours, azure waters, green vegetation at sea 

level and stark, rocky cliffs overhead. Historic sites and medieval fortifications within the town of Kotor 

have been remarkably restored from a devastating earthquake 25 years ago.   

 

In Montenegro we visit the beautiful Boka Kotorska. With its stark rocky cliffs rising above the green 

landscape and the blue sea, this deeply indented and irregularly shaped fjord is one of the most 

impressive features of the Adriatic coast. We also enjoy a tour of Kotor, a well-preserved medieval 

town with many valuable and historic structures.  On our stroll through the town's narrow streets and 

attractive squares we will see a wonderful collection of medieval houses, palaces and churches.   We 

continue on to the old medieval walls which surround the town and in some places reach 20 metres in 

height.  Enjoy lunch in a local restaurant. 

 

Enjoy a full day at leisure in one of our favourite towns.  Dubrovnik offers endless opportunities to 

explore, relax, eat, drink or simply to sit and watch the world pass by. 



 

We arrive this morning in Korcula, home of Marco Polo and one of the greenest islands in the Adriatic 

Sea. It is also one of the most popular travel destinations in this part of Croatia.  A walking tour of 

Korcula takes us through the Old Town surrounded by its ancient walls.   

 

Our walking tour of Korcula Town includes a visit to the Marco Polo house and the 15
th
 century St. 

Markôs Cathedral.  This magnificent building contains artworks ranging through the centuries, from the 

Renaissance artist Tintoretto, to a 20
th
 century Pieta by Mestrovic.  Another highlight is the Treasury, 

located in the 14
th
 century Abbey Palace, with its eclectic collection of paintings, jewellery, fine 

furniture and ancient documents. 

 

Situated in a deep bay, whose eastern coast abounds with large pebble beaches, Komiģa offers a number 

of cultural and historic sites including its famous monastery and fortress.  It is also famous for  its 

Komiza wines and carobs along with its local fishermen who ensure a year long supply of fresh fish. 

  

Our excursion takes us into this peaceful village to experience its quaint charm and leisurely way of life.  

We also venture out into the countryside to discover the 13th century Benedictine monastery of St. 

Nicholas.   

 

Today we enjoy a lovely sail through the Adriatic Sea to reach Zadar.  Here the streets are paved with 

gleaming white stone and the high protective walls run along side the harbour.  After dinner, you may 

wish to enjoy one of the many outdoor cafes to taste Zadarôs famous maraschino cherry liqueur. 

 

Zadarôs Old Town is located on a narrow peninsula which separates the harbour from the Zadar channel 

and so seems to be on a self-contained island.  Our local guide takes us on a walking tour to visit the 9
th
 

century Church of St. Donatus. Built on the remains of a Roman Forum, it is one of the most 

outstanding monuments in Dalmatia.  Other sights that may be seen on the tour include the ancient city 

Gates, the Franciscan Monastery & Church and the imposing 12
th
 century Romanesque Cathedral of St. 

Anastasia. 

Overnight sailing to Venice 

 

Today, we say farewell to the Monet and board our flights for home. On arrival in Toronto, our staff 

greet you and guide you to your private car home.   
 
All information contained in this itinerary is correct at time of printing and is subject to the terms and conditions 
as listed on our web site at www.jerryvandyke.com or available from our office on request.  We must reserve the 
ability to make improvements. 
  

http://www.jerryvandyke.com/


 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 


